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AN OXFORD STUDENT taken
hostage by Chechen ebels last
Thursday in Moscow established
contact with Oxford for a few
moments from the mined theatre.

In a dramatic exchange of text
messages modern linguist
Richard Low r evealed the horrify-
ing reality of the siege.

Texted by a close friend to ask
whether he had heard anything
about the events at the Moscow
theatre, the shocking reply came
back that he was actually there.

From the heavily guarded audi-
torium, the 3rd year LMH student
wrote that he was Oshit-scaedO
and that there were Osuicide
bombersO about to blow them-
selves up. After his friend had
urged him to be brave, Richard
wrote again, wanting to know
what was going on outside the
theatre. Contact was then lost.

Low was one month into his
year abroad in Moscow and had
taken his parents, who were visit-
ing him at the time, to see the
popular Nord-Ost musical on
Wednesday evening.

During the performance the

building was stormed by a gr oup

of 50 Chechen teriorists, some of
whom had strapped explosives

around their bodies. The audi-

ence was then held hostage as the
terrorists demanded the with-

drawal of Russian troops from

Chechnya.

Richard's father, Peter was
released on Thursday afternoon
by the Chechens after sufering
heart trouble from the stress
caused by the event.

But as negotiations with the ter-
rorists faltered and the fear of
attacks on the remaining hostages
rose, Russian foces stormed the
building early on Satur day morn-
ing, to free the hostages fom their
58-hour ordeal.

A toxic sedative gas was
pumped into the theatr e, which
knocked out both the gun-men
and the hostages, including
Richard and his mother, and has
reportedly caused the death of 113
of the hostages.
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The scene on Beamont Street, where a young woman was crushed in her car by a falling tree.

Full coverage and reports on p3

THE OXFORD HEAD of Humanities

has called for students to speak out
after revalations that College Senior
Tutors will meet next Tuesday to
debate OUniversity wideO pioposals
to further break away from the
Oxford tutorial.

A new report obtained by The
Oxford Student provides hard evi-
dence that at least eleven major
University faculties ar e planning to
reform teaching practices so that stu-
dents have Omoe classes and less
tutorials.O

The author of the report, Chairman
of the Senior Tutors Committee also
refused to rule out the possibility that
poor colleges may be the worst hit. Dr
David Robertson told the OxStu; Os,
it might very well happen.O

The changes, collectively called
'Stint ReformO, could dkct depart-

ments across the University including

Maths, Law, Geography, Physics,
Earth Sciences and Biochemistry
English and Modern Languages have
also been confirmed as drawing up
proposals for change.

Among the most radical pr oposals
are plans in Palitics, Economics and
History to cut the number of tutes per
term from eight to just four. In
Chemistry and Archeology, tutorials
could contain as many as four stu-
dents to every one tutor.

Stenuously defending the new sys-
tem, officials claim that classes will
benefit students and improve the
quality of teaching, and insist that the
changes ae not intended to Osave
money and abolish the tutorials.O

But many admit that faculties want
to Ofiee up tutorsO timeO so they can
focus more exclusively on reseach.

For now, Dr Robertson is waiting
for the report, along with a motion
proposing to lessen the hours of
teaching that tutors must complete, to
be discussed at the Senior TtorsO

Committee on Tuesday.

Should the motion be passed, the
issue will move on to the Conference
of Colleges the following week. The
propositions must also be considered
by University-based committees
before they can be acted upon.

Ralph Walters, Head of the
Humanities Division, told the OxStu
that the Colleges were Overy con-
cerned about thisO, and then appealed
to students to make their voices
heard.

OThe best help that we can get is
from studentsE W e would be very
grateful if students would comment
on the new proposals.O

His request comes as Pemtwoke
JCR passed a motion, with the vocal
support of JCR President Ruan
McGee, Oin favour of etaining the
tutorial system as the main method of
teaching.O

The Divisional Heads of
Mathematics and Physical Sciences
and Enviornmental and Life Sciences
were unavailable for comment.
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