
Transparency is essential to ensure the effective governance of any institution. The primary 

job of the Union's governing body is to represent the Society's members, including by 

upholding and protecting the freedom of speech and expression of its Members and guests, as 

set out in the Union’s rules. The Union’s governing body, the standing committee, must 

therefore carry out its obligations and duties with the Union’s best interests at heart – and not 

use their position to influence proceedings based on additional mandates they may carry, due 

to their involvement in other societies. 
The Oxford Union is independent of Oxford University which has its own Student Union 

(OUSU). OUSU sabbatical officers not only receive financial remuneration for their work but 

are also expected to align with the official views and positions of Oxford University. 
  
This proposed rules change seeks to maintain transparency and promote good governance by 

ensuring that any potential conflicts of interest are declared to the Returning Officer, as part 

of an individual’s election manifesto submission. If potential conflicts of interest are not 

declared, the independence of the Union may be eroded. This approach is taken by most 

companies who require individuals to declare any ‘outside interests’ prior to taking up a 

contract of employment.  
  
The Union does, like many other societies, pay for a stall at the Freshers’ Fair run by the SU. 

This, however, is a commercial and contractual agreement with clearly defined, transparent 

terms. It is not a mechanism for exercising influence, as has been incorrectly implied in an 

anonymous comment in the article dated 7th October. 

 
This rules change would not have affected any Oxford Union election that has taken place in 

recent terms. The OUSU has taken similar steps regarding the Oxford Union in recent 

months. The Oxford Union does not allow staff on the payroll of the University to run for 

election for obvious reasons. 
  
 For the reasons outlined above, an overwhelmingly majority of Standing Committee and I 

believe that this rules change is necessary to ensure transparency and good governance. I am 

happy to make myself available to anyone who has any additional questions. 
 


